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EVENTS FOR MARCH 

MONTHLY MEETING 

 

Wednesday           5th         DOORS TO MANUAL 

                                            Roger Mendham follows his very successful talk on 

                                            the Monopoly board with his exciting new talk on The 

                                            History of Air travel, from elegance to economy  

 

Thursday                   6th              First Thursday Walkers 

Thursday                   6th              London Walkers coffee morning 

Thursday                   6th              Sewing and needlework Group 
Friday                        7th              Art Group 
Friday                        7th              Supper Group 
Tuesday                   11th              London Walk 
Wednesday              12th              Pub night 
Tuesday                   18th              Family History Group 
Wednesday              19th              Wednesday Longer Walkers                  
Wednesday              19th              Coffee Morning 10.30 The Vineries 
Wednesday              19th              Book Club 2 
Friday                        21st             Gin Group 1 
Sunday                      23rd             Roast Sunday Lunch 
Tuesday                    25th             Book Group 4 
Wednesday               26th             Book Group 3 
Monday                     27th             Lunch Group                
Monday                     31st             Movie Group 
Monday                     31st             Theatre Group ‘Hairspray’ 
 
Monday mornings        Walkie talkie 2   9.30am - Bookham Common 
Wednesday mornings                 Walkie talkie 1   8.00a 
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FUTURE MONTHLY MEETINGS 2025 
 

     
 

 

    

  

   APRIL 2ND      BIRTHDAY PARTY 

       Drinks canapes cake and high jinks! An evening of fun 

 

   MAY 7th      THE ORPHEUS TRUST 

                                        Anne Lovelace OBE gives us a fascinating insight into the Trust that 

                                        Richard Stilgoe founded and how it uses performing arts to teach independence  

                                        and functional skills for young adults. An absorbing talk 

 

  JUNE 4th       PREPARATION FOR VILLAGE DAY with a quiz/chatter/fun 

 

   JULY 2nd        MARY FRANCES TRUST  

    This charity offers mental health and wellbeing support to anyone over 16 years  

     old. Founded 30 years ago and based in Leatherhead, it came second in our 

     vote for a charity to support. Come and see how to protect and help ourselves. 

 

 

AUGUST 6TH                 DRINKS AND NIBBLES ON THE GREEN with fun and games 

 

SEPTEMBER 3rd      SIGN LANGUAGE 

        Lindsay Burrell changes image from her fun Burlesque talk to bring us  

                                        an engaging talk on her other love, communicating with those who have  

     difficulties speaking. Well worth listening to this entertaining speaker. 

 

OCTOBER 1ST       FIRST RESPONDERS 

         Another chance to refresh yourselves on life saving techniques.   

                                         The team was fantastic last year so do attend whether you need to 

                                         refresh or learn from the beginning. All skills need reinforcing regularly. 

 

NOVEMBER 5TH       CARDIAC RISK IN THE YOUNG (CRY) 

          A talk from our charity of the year who, since 1995, have been working 

                                          to reduce the incidence of sudden cardiac death through screening, support  

                                          and research. There is much to learn here that could affect our children and  

                                          A grandchildren 

 

DECEMBER 3RD              A LOVELY SURPRISE CHRISTMAS MEETING  

        Watch this space!! 
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

FEBRUARY MEETING  

Our February meeting was different to any other we have held. 
For the first time, the published speaker was unable to attend at 
the last minute due to personal reasons.  
However, two of our members stepped up and entertained 
members with very interesting topics.  
They had no time to prepare which made their talks even more 
special.  
Diana Greenman spoke about “Music in Hospitals “and Anne 
Chamberlain told us about “Leatherhead Youth Project “ . The 
latter was our chosen charity a few years ago. More details of 
these talks to be found on the minutes of the meeting sent on 
6th February.  
Everyone agreed there was a very enjoyable, relaxed 
atmosphere at the meeting and my thanks go to Diana and 
Anne for saving the day 

Jenny Bissell            

 
Groups  
 
Air fryer Group 
This new group has proved to be very popular, almost rivalling 
the gardening group for number of members! It shows where 
our interests lie. Hmm - eating then working it off? Already 
members are swapping recipes and hopefully in the future 
advice and not too many disasters. 

 
Book Groups 
 
Book Group 2  
No meeting in February so see what we think of March’s choice 
 
Book Group 3 
Book: The 7 husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid. 

Evelyn Hugo is finally ready to tell the truth about her 

glamorous & scandalous life. But when she chooses unknown 

Magazine reporter Monique for the job everyone is astounded. 

Making her way to Los Angeles in the 1950's to her decision to 

leave show business in the late 80's with 7 husbands along the 

way. An enjoyable read. Score 8 

Jan Dunlop 

Book Group 4  

Too many books read this month to unravel, so more to hear 

next month. 

Jan Dunlop 

Bridge  

Bridge group 1 were delighted to meet in January at the RAC 

Club for our annual post-Christmas lunch and bridge and tea .A 

lovely lunch and chat and even some was bridge played as well 

. 

February saw us back playing bridge in a member’s  home with 

a delicious selection of cakes served by Gill . 

Jane Carradine 

 

 

 
 
 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

                                              
 
Cheese and Wine 
The Cheese and Wine group welcomed Denise as a new 
member this month, and as our hostess for the February meeting. 
We had an incredibly enjoyable evening sampling American 
wines, American themed cheese, and some interesting additions: 
an American Cheese Ball and a Layered American Salad, along 
with popcorn and peanuts!! We did not reach any conclusions 
regarding cheese and wine pairings this time but thoroughly 
enjoyed trying the combinations. 

 
Julie Ryder 

Cinema/Movie 
This month’s film was the latest Bridget Jones release and 

several Bees saw it at different showings. The general opinion 

seemed to be that it was the best film of the series and though 

very funny, tissues were definitely needed in places during it. 

Highly recommended 

 
Coffee Morning  
8 Bees met up on Wednesday February 19 at the Vineries. Jill 
Elliott was also with us but left before the photo was taken as she 
had another appointment. Lots of chat as usual with lots of 
subjects discussed. The next coffee at the Vineries will be held on 
Wednesday March 19, hope to see some of you there. 

 
Pam Ingledew 
 
Family History Group  
Members of the Family History Group met on Tuesday afternoon 

18 February. We looked at one members paternal family history 

tracking back information found online and using suggested 

online links to find ancestors. It was surprising to find some Irish 

ancestry. 

Judith Witter   
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 

 
Gardening Group 
The gardening group continues to be very active with members 
visiting beautiful gardens around the country and with constant 
queries, advice and discussion. Spring is round the corner so I 
anticipate even more activity – and hopefully improved weather! 

   
Fiona Goldsmith 
 
Gin Group 1  
The Gin Group met up at Diana’s in February. It started with a bit 
of a hiccup - one broken down boiler - resulting in no heating. 
However, with the benefit of WhatsApp messaging some of the 
ladies arrived with heaters and in no time at all we were as warm 
as toast sampling three different gin cocktails. 
 The favourite was ‘French 75’.  
The recipe is:  3 parts gin, 1½ parts freshly squeezed lemon, 1½ 
parts simple syrup, 6 parts champagne. 
Cheers everyone! 
 

 
Diana Greenman 
 
London Walking 
Please see the next page for this exciting new group 
 
Lunch Group  
We had a very jolly lunch at the Vineries last Monday, we were 
there for 2 hours nattering! 
Our next meeting is Thursday 27th March, again at the Vineries.  
Julie Alderman 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 
 
Sewing Group 
Four members met in a very warm room to have tea and biscuits 
whilst chatting.   
Projects included cutting out a pattern for a blouse, mending 
holes in socks, creating a table runner from leftover curtain fabric 
and knitting a jumper.  
We have space for new members, creative tasks are optional :) 
Photos next month of any finished projects. 
Karen Edney 
A couple of us also went to Painshill Park to listen to a very 
interesting talk on Georgian fashion. It was an easy to listen top 
fascinating peek into life during that era. I learnt much about the 
first ladies underwear to mention just one item! Hopefully we will 
learn more next year. 

 
Sunday Lunch Group 
We enjoyed a great Sunday Roast this month at Thatcher’s Hotel 
restaurant in East Horsley. We made the most of great company 
and good laughs. We were all able to toast Sandra Wood on her 
big birthday (21 again) which added to the event, and the hotel 
surprised her with a special birthday dessert and a bottle of wine. 
It all contributed to a wonderful lunch out. Do join us next month 
at The Jovial Sailor in Ripley on 23rd March. 
 

   
Sandra Dawson 
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 
 
Wednesday Longer Walkers Four hardy walkers from this group 

went out to brave the weather on a wet and muddy day. They 

walked to Polesden Lacey and around the estate before a well-

deserved hot chocolate drink in the café. Sue Parrot was the 

fourth member and took the photo. 

 

Sue Parrott/ June Barber 
 

Group Leader’s Coffee Morning 
In February the committee held a coffee morning as a thank you 
to all the fantastic group leaders. The Bees have more 
subgroups than any other local WI ‘s and this is down to the 
members who lead them. We are so lucky to all be part of the 
BEE family. 

 

 
Jenny Bissel 
 

 

Celebrations! 
Our wonderful Bees WI keeps us all young at heart and to prove 
our longevity and liveliness, more than a month after the event 
and seven weeks on a cruise, one of our members, Jan Winter, 
and her husband Len have finally received their diamond 
wedding congratulations from the King and Queen. Many 
congratulations to both of them and to Debbie Butcher, 
celebrating her parents’ happiness. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

         

 
 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 
      
 

Supper group 

 A lovely evening was had by all, over at the King William Pub 

in West Horsley. With the rather unusual beetroot coloured 

Hummus and the very popular choice of fish cake or sausage 

and mash a pleasant meal was had by all. The room 

resounded with the sound of our chatter and laughter, and 

kudos to the member of staff who managed to squeeze all of 

us into a photo. 

 
 
 
Theatre Group 
We were busy in small groups going to events like the 

screening of ‘The Importance of being Ernest’ which was a 

superb performance, and Noel Streatfield’s ‘Ballet Shoes’ also 

highly recommended and have wonderful events lined up. 

‘Hairspray’ is the outing for March and there is an exciting 

outing to Chichester in August to see Top Hat. There were a 

couple of seats left so if you are interested, please see Jan 

Gapper if you want to see if they are still left. 

Fiona Goldsmith 
       
 Walkers  
Thursday Longer walks group  
The Thursday Walking Bees chose one of the few beautiful 
crisp mornings for our most recent walk. Although the 
temperature was only just above zero, the sun shone, and it 
felt distinctly balmy!! We had a lovely walk down Old Crabtree 
Lane and back across Norbury, ending up back at Bocketts 
Farm for a well-deserved coffee! 

   
 
Julie Ryder 
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BEES NEWS and Future Events 
 
Monthly Meeting 
Last month was a slight hiatus from our usual format due to 
circumstances beyond our control, although brilliantly rescued by 
Bee members, but this month we hope to be back on track. Roger 
Mendham is a fluent and entertaining speaker so do come and 
enjoy his talk on ‘Doors to Manual’ the tale of air travel. 
 

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are now due for the coming year. They 
remain at £48 this year while we absorb the increase in 
payment. Please could you pay asap but by 28th March 
to 
  
Bookham Bees WI , Branch 30-84-46, Account 36443768 
Marking your payment - membership 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Afternoon Tea 
Don’t forget we have a Spring afternoon Tea on 8th April in the 
Harrison room at the Barn Hall. This is complimentary for Bee 
members and £5 for visitors. Please let us know if you would like 
to go and have not already put your name down. 
 

Quiz Night 
Our quiz night this year is on Friday May 9th. This may seem far 
ahead, but we need to plan so if you could buy our tickets asap 
we can make sure the evening goes smoothly. 
This promises to be a fun evening and of course an excellent 
opportunity to show your skills and to raise money for CRY, our 
current charity. 
Tickets are now available from Gaye, at £15 a head, with payment 
to be transferred to the Bees account, as with your membership. 
 
Bookham Bees WI , Branch 30-84-46, Account 36443768 
Marking your payment -quiz 
 
The tables are of 8 but do not worry if you do not have a team 
of 8 as we can easily join people to make 8. We are a friendly 
group so everyone welcome. 
 

Village Day  

This year Village Day is on June 21st. 

The theme is Teddy Bears Picnic. This is a lovely simple theme 

and we already have much already from previous years hard 

work. I am prepared to put together what we need. I will take the 

overall responsibility but am not able to be there as have another 

commitment and my current health will not allow. Please could 

you please volunteer to support this activity as this is a regular 

event. We all need to support each other -and it is actually fun! To 

paraphrase Lord Kitchener ‘Your WI needs you’! Thank you 

We need people to put teddy bears together; you do not have to    

be a sewer so please contact me if you can help. 

Fiona Goldsmith                                                  

                                                       Fiona Goldsmith 

 

 
 
 
GROUPS 
We have a new London Walking Group. There is already a 
waiting list for it, so maybe someone would like to start a 
second group, and this is before we have started!! 
 On 6 March we are having a coffee morning at 10.30 to 
discuss the group, meeting at Bocketts Farm coffee 
shop.  This is open to everyone. 
I have organised our first walk on Tuesday 11 
March.  Normally these walks will be organised by one/two 
folk within the group doing a reconnaissance trip first.  We will 
meet monthly on a date to suit those organising the day, and 
the day will usually involve coffee on arrival at destination, a 
walk and explore before lunch then more exploring before 
catching the train home. Anyone interested can they please 
contact me. 
Denise Bottomley   07866 936878 
 
Theatre Group 
Sue Bacon has done, and is doing, an amazing job organising 
theatre trips for everyone and we thank her profusely. While 
she is more than happy to carry on, it would be lovely if 
members of the theatre group could support her in this 
organisation, as we do with the supper club etc. She is more 
than willing to help someone if they are daunted with the 
thought of sorting a trip out. If you can think of a show for a 
large or small group please do get in contact with her, or me 
Fiona. She has suggested Joseph and His Amazing 
Dreamcoat for June, so if you can thing of a show or play for 
before that or for future months it would be wonderful.  
A hive only survives if all the bees support and protect each 
other. 

 
GROUP INFORMATION 
Please be aware that if you can't attend an event you have 
booked for and need to cancel, that you please check that 
the group leader hasn't incurred any expenditure on your 
behalf. 

Jenny Bissell 

Web Site 
Heather Broadhurst has put in a lot of time and effort updating 

our website so that members can enjoy information directed to 

tall f us, without compromising our privacy. Please could all 

Group leaders please look at the site, following the password 

you have been given, to ensure that all group information is 

current and accurate. 

Thank you very much. 

 Events and activities 
Any ideas for outings or activities are always welcome. We 
love variety. If you have any ideas or interests, please do bring 
them to a committee member 
Don’t forget as well the many courses, ideas, activities, and 
items to read online from the WI. Do have a look if you are 
indoors on a rainy day. 
www.thewi.org.uk  
Don’t forget too, to look at the many activities and days also 
offered by 
Surrey Federation of Women's Institutes (surreyfedwi.org.uk) 
 
                          
.                  
            

 

http://www.thewi.org.uk/
https://surreyfedwi.org.uk/
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        BOOKHAM BEES’ GROUPS 
Air fryer Group 
A virtual group sharing tips and successes and failures 
with occasional small group meet ups.  
For details contact Debra Nunan on 
Dn1969@hotmail.com  
 
Art Group  
1st Friday afternoon of the month at The Community 
Room King Geore V Hall Effingham 1.30-4.00  
Paula Moss on 07887 625046 or paulac.moss@sky.com 
 
Book Club 1  
Full at present. For waiting list contact 
Gaye Burt: gayegoddard@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Book Club 2 – 
Full at present. Meet on differing evenings. Contact 
Anne Tait: annetait1@btinternet.com  
 
Book Club 3 & 4 
3 is Full at present. Meet 4th Wednesday of each month. 
In the evening For waiting list contact Jan Dunlop:  
4 Meet 4thTuesday at 10.15am  jetdunlop@gmail.com  
 

Bridge   
We now have 2 bridge groups 
If you play bridge and are interested in joining, please 

contact: Liz Roberts2  larrylizr@btinternet.com  or 

Jane Carradine:1 jschome03@gmail.com  

Cheese and Wine Group 
To express interest please contact 
julie_ryder@outlook.com.   
 
Cinema/Movie Group 
Bee Movies meet on the last Monday of the month We 
make arrangements through our WhatsApp group once 
film has been chosen. If you would like to be added, 
please send your mobile phone number to 
kmtgaunt@me.com 

 
Coffee Mornings at The Vineries   
Usually, 10.30 on different days of the week. Please 
contact Pam Ingledew If you would like to attend. 
pamandgeoff6@icloud.com  
 
Family History Group  
3rd Tuesday 2pm.Full but or details contact Judith Witter: 
judithwitter@hotmail.com 
 
Gardening   
Contact Diane Poole to join the active group & pick up 
lots of tips via WhatsApp. Visits and gatherings from 
Spring until the bad weather. 
diane.poole25@googlemail.com 
 
Gin Club 1 
For enquiries please contact 
Jan Gapper: jangapper@gmail.com  
Gin Group 2  
For enquiries please contact Moira Dyson   
at  moiradyson@gmail.com  
 
Knit & Crochet – Full at present. For waiting list or to set 
up another group contact 
Karen Tranter: Karen.tranter1@btinternet.com 
 

 
Lunch Group 
Please contact Julie Alderman to express interest. 
Full but lunch group 2 can be started. 

Aldermanj0@gmail.com  
 
London Walking Bees 
A new group with members organising walks in London. 
Please contact Denise Bottomley 
denisevbottomley@msn.com or07866 936878 
 

Pub Nights  
2nd Wednesday of the month at The Olde Windsor Castle 
Pub 7pm 
For more details, please email Vikki: the7thwife@gmail.com 
      
Sewing Group 
1st Thursday of the month at The Community Room, King 
George V Hall, Effingham 1.30-4.30. If you would like to join 
us, to sew, knit or just watch and learn, please contact Fiona 
Goldsmith: 
Fiona_goldsmith@hotmail.com  
 
Sunday Roast Lunch Group 
2nd Sunday of the month at various venues 
Please contact Sandra Dawson for further details 
myrtle.dawson@btinternet.com 
 

Supper Group 
Meets monthly on varying days of the week at different 
venues, organised by a different member each month. To 
join and for further details please contact Sandra Dawson: 
myrtle.dawson@btinternet.com  
 
Theatre Group  
If you would like to join or have ideas of productions you 
would like to see please, contact Sue Bacon:  
suebacon06@gmail.com  
 
Ukulele Please contact June Barber if you would like to join:  
Dormant at the moment  jbrb6@aol.com 
 

Walking Groups 
 
Walkie Talkie 1 – Every Wednesday 8.00am prompt 
Meet at Tunnel Car Park, Bookham Common.  
Janice Evans: jevanshome123@gmail.com 

 
Walkie Talkie 2 – Every Monday at 09.30am  
Tunnel Car Park, Bookham Common.   
June Barber: Jbrb6@aol.com 

 
Walk Third Wednesday each month at 10.00am 
approx. 6 miles   Contact June Barber: jbrb6@aol.com 
  
Walk First Thursday each month at 10.00am  
approx. 4 miles. Group full but accepting a waiting list. 
Julie Ryder: julie_ryder@outlook.com  

Welfare Officer 
Janice Evans is our welfare officer. Please contact Janice if 
you know of any member who is unwell, been in hospital or 
going through a difficult time.  

Janice’s email is: Jevanshome123@gmail.com 
                   
                           Web Site 
https://bookhambeeswi.org  
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