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EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 

MONTHLY MEETING 

 Wednesday            5th            TREASURES OF THE NILE 

                         Major Paul Whittle takes us on a thrilling tour  

                                                  from Alexandria to  Luxor, and the Temples of  

                                                  Ramesses II at Abu Simbel 

              

 

Thursday                  6th              First Thursday Walkers 
Thursday                  6th              Sewing and needlework Group 
Friday                       7th              Art Group 
Wednesday             12th             Pub night 
Sunday                    16th             Sunday Roast Lunch Group 
Wednesday             19th             Wednesday Longer Walkers                  
Wednesday             19th             Coffee Morning 10.30 The Vineries 
Tuesday                  18th              Family History Group 
Friday                       21st             Gin Group 1 
Monday                    24th             Lunch Group 
Monday                    24th             Movie Group 
Tuesday                   25th             Supper Group 
Tuesday                   25th             Book Group 4 
Wednesday              26th             Book Group 3                 
 
Monday mornings        Walkie talkie 2   9.30am - Bookham Common 
Wednesday mornings                 Walkie talkie 1   8.00am 
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FUTURE MONTHLY MEETINGS 2025 
 

     
 

 

   MARCH 5th                  DOORS TO MANUAL 

       Roger Mendham follows his very successful talk on the Monopoly board 

                                        with his exciting new talk on The History of Air travel, from elegance to  

                                        economy  

  

   APRIL 2ND      BIRTHDAY PARTY 

       Drinks canapes cake and high jinks! An evening of fun 

 

   MAY 7th      THE ORPHEUS TRUST 

                                        Anne Lovelace OBE gives us a fascinating insight into the Trust that 

                                        Richard Stilgoe founded and how it uses performing arts to teach independence  

                                        and functional skills for young adults. An absorbing talk 

 

  JUNE 4th       PREPARATION FOR VILLAGE DAY with a quiz/chatter/fun 

 

   JULY 2nd        MARY FRANCES TRUST  

    This charity offers mental health and wellbeing support to anyone over 16 years  

     old. Founded 30 years ago and based in Leatherhead, it came second in our 

     vote for a charity to support. Come and see how to protect and help ourselves. 

 

 

AUGUST 6TH                 DRINKS AND NIBBLES ON THE GREEN with fun and games 

 

SEPTEMBER 3rd      SIGN LANGUAGE 

        Lindsay Burrell changes image from her fun Burlesque talk to bring us  

                                        an engaging talk on her other love, communicating with those who have  

     difficulties speaking. Well worth listening to this entertaining speaker. 

 

OCTOBER 1ST       FIRST RESPONDERS 

         Another chance to refresh yourselves on life saving techniques.   

                                         The team was fantastic last year so do attend whether you need to 

                                         refresh or learn from the beginning. All skills need reinforcing regularly. 

 

NOVEMBER 5TH       CARDIAC RISK IN THE YOUNG (CRY) 

          A talk from our charity of the year who, since 1995, have been working 

                                          to reduce the incidence of sudden cardiac death through screening, support  

                                          and research. There is much to learn here that could affect our children and  

                                          A grandchildren 

 

DECEMBER 3RD              A LOVELY SURPRISE CHRISTMAS MEETING  

        Watch this space!! 
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 JANUARY MEETING  
 
Our first meeting of the year was held on a terrible night with 
sleet and rain. 
However many members braved the weather and we enjoyed a 
lovely evening with a talk from the " Bee Man " Peter Smith.  
Peter talked about the history of bees and how honey is made. 
He brought 5 samples of various honey for us to try and there 
was a real buzz around the hall as we discussed our favourite. 

 
 Jenny Bissell            

 
Groups  
 
Book Groups 
Book Group 2  
We had two beautiful books to enjoy over the Christmas period 
– both very generous Christmas presents.  Thank you Fiona. 
  
Away with The Penguins, by Hazel Prior 
Veronica is 85, rich, but doesn’t have family (that she knows 
about), so who will she leave her money too?  The start of a 
funny and moving story that is fairly predictable, but beautifully 
written and insightful.  We all loved it and even those who had 
read it before enjoyed it the second time.  Scored 9 out of 10. 
  
Snowed In For Christmas, by Sarah Morgan 
This is the Christmas version of a beach read, very Hallmark 
Christmas movie!  It’s a predictable, easy read,  love story.  We 
enjoyed it and scored it 7/10 
 
 
 
Book Group 3 
This month we read : I Haven't Been Entirely Honest with You 

by Miranda Hart 

We learn that for much of her life she has been unwell. In 2020 

she was finally diagnosed with Lyme Disease. The book is 

about what she has learned from being chronically ill & self 

help.We found the Book annoying & repetitive especially when 

she continually used MDRC (My Dear Reader Chum)  

Score 2/10 

Jan Dunlop 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

                                              
 
Book Group 4  

The Offing by Benjamin Myers 

The book tells the story of a shy 16yr old lad who doesn't want to 

go down the pits & so persuades his family to let him travel for a 

year around the country. He meets Dulcie an older woman. He 

lives in her garden shed doing odd jobs for her & they develop a 

friendship over many years. 

Some members enjoyed the book & felt they were taken back to 

a different era & it  brought the countryside to life. Others found it 

too descriptive,  overwritten & not an enjoyable read.  

Score: (from 3 to 8) average  5.5 

Jan Dunlop 

 
Cheese and Wine 
The first gathering of 2025 of the Cheese and Wine Group 

decided to focus on non-alcoholic wines. We tasted half a dozen, 

and the conclusion was that you’re better to stick to water - it’s 

cheaper! One of the reds - The Cautious One (Shiraz) was 

drinkable, but overall non-alcoholic wines still have a long way to 

go. We tasted some delicious cheeses, the best being a 

Yarlington soft cheese, followed by cheddar with sage and 

cheddar with red onion. ‘ 

No photo sadly. 

Julie Ryder 

 
Coffee Morning  
11 Bees met for the first in 2025 at the Vineries where the table 

and chairs had been reserved for 'Jam Pam'. Conversation was 

lively and it was good to see Bees who hadn't been able to join us 

for a while. Contact Pam Ingledew to join the gathering on 

Wednesday 19th February.  

 
Sue Hope 
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 
 
Family History Group  
Members please remember the new day and time will be on the 
3rd Tuesday at 2.00 pm. This group is now full. Thank you 
Judith Witter   

 
 
 
Gardening Group 
It may be a cold winter month, but the lines are buzzing with 
gardening discussions and photos of visits to Wisley and flowers 
found around the country shared. We have also been signing a 
petition in support of Wisley and the losses they have incurred 
due to the A3 works and have a date for everyone’s diary. Sunday  
June 15th has been confirmed as Bookham Open Gardens Day so 
please put this in your diary. If you think you may want to open 
your garden, help on the day either in a garden or at the Barn 
Hall, then Diane Poole is the person to contact. She will be 
delighted to hear from you. 

   
Fiona Goldsmith 
 
Gin Group 1  
Well January got off to a very convivial start with a wonderful 
evening hosted by Anne Chamberlain.   For those doing a Dry 
January and for those doing a Wet (this is only drinking when you 
go out!) she provided a citrus array of alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
gins.   A very special one being the Cunard 4 Queens (alcoholic) 
which is only available to purchase on their ships.    We used this 
to make our favourite drink which was using ordinary tonic with 
large slices of orange and pink grapefruit – delicious 

 

     
Jan Gapper 
 

 
 
 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 
 
Gin Group 2 -Spirited Bees 
The next meeting is in March. Watch this space for what we get 
up to then! 
Moira Dyson 
 
 
Lunch Group  
We met on the 14th January at the Vineries, as the Plough is 
undergoing change; but it must be said that the meals were 
excellent!  We all really enjoyed having a get together there and 
will be going again on Monday February 24th. 

 
Julie Alderman 

 
 
Movie Group 
Several Bees, both in and out of the Movie group have been to 
see this month’s film, ‘A complete Unknown, the Bob Dylan story’ 
It was universally praised by those who saw it-two comments 
were 
Just seen the Dylan biopic A Complete Unknown. I thought it 
was good - eye-opening about the folk scene at the time, the 
music industry executives, the scenes with the gigs, songwriting 
and folk festivals. How did they do that? Also, Joan Baez came 
across as quite feisty, sneaky and not all sweetness and light. 
Oh Joan! They got both Bob and Joan down to a tee. When you 
saw how he smoked you can understand how he lost what little 
voice he had! 
Agreed, it’s a great film. Five stars. Doesn’t sugar coat how 
difficult he is and reminds of the importance of music to the civil 
rights movement. 
It is on my growing list to see! 
Fiona Goldsmith 

 

 
 
 



  BOOKHAM BEES WI 
Newsletter 80– January 2025  

Bookham Bees meet the 1st Wednesday of the month, 
in The Old Barn Hall, Church Road, Great Bookham 7.15pm for 7.30pm 

 

 

 
 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 
 
Walkers  
Thursday Longer walks group  
In view of the icy weather, the Thursday Walking Bees decided 
to forgo the usual  walk and instead meet for coffee at Polesden 
Lacey. As it turned out it was a beautiful blue, crisp winter’s day 
.. just not ideal for a safe walk.’ 
Julie Ryder 
 
Wednesday Longer Walkers 
A small but merry band of hardy walkers set out from Bocketts 

Farm on a grey and overcast morning. We climbed to the high 

point of Norbury Park from where we could see St Barnabus 

Church on Ranmore, which was an hour or so away on our 

route. Descending to Chapel Lane, we crossed into the land 

surrounding Bagdon Farm and climbed continually up to the top 

of Ranmore. Sadly we were not rewarded with stunning views 

but the descent was a pleasant change, on the firmer ground of 

The Pilgrims Way down into Dorking. Our planned destination of 

Mullins café (a Mayflower Pilgrim Father’s former home) was 

closed so we continued on to a very pleasant café in St Martin’s 

Walk for our refreshments before heading to the nearby bus 

stop. Here we jumped on the 465, some with their bus passes, 

and had an easy ride back to our starting point of Bocketts 

Farm, feeling that we had made the absolute best of a grey 

January day 

 
Sue Parrott 
 

We Bees have started the year with a very loud 
BUZZZZZZ. Lets continue the way we started and make 
the most of the opportunities we have here. Soon you will 
be reminded about subscription renewals so hopefully we 
will see most of you continue in this amazing hive of ours.  
 
Roll on February! 

 
 

 
         

 
 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING THIS 
MONTH?   

 
      
Sunday Lunch Group 
This month we met at the Duke of Wellington in East Horsely 
for a delicious, very filling lunch, and superb company. The 
only issue we had was that the plates were cold and the food 
not too warm. On questioning this, we were told that the food 
comes up from the kitchen below in a ‘dumb waiter’ lift. The lift 
is small so the food can be waiting in the kitchen to be loaded 
when the restaurant is very busy. Being resourceful Bees we 
had many suggestions of how this could be rectified but  kept 
them to ourselves, enjoyed a varied conversation and went 
home to sleep the meal off! 
Fiona Goldsmith 
 
Supper group  
On a wet cold and miserable evening 20 of us had a warm and 
enjoyable time at Del Fuoco Italian Restaurant in Bookham .  
Lots of chatter and laughter as always from the friendly Bees  
Jenny Bissell 

   
 
Theatre Group 
This month 12 of us travelled to Woking to See Kinky Boots, 

Sue Bacon having kindly manged to obtain tickets for us. It was 

a colourful energetic and mood lifting performance with plenty 

of music and dancing. Maybe the Bees could try walking a 

catwalk in some of those boots? I think I would only  manage a 

few steps before landing on my derriere! High stilettos are not 

my style any more sadly. 

 

   

 
 

Fiona Goldsmith 
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BEES NEWS and Future Events 

 
 
 
Monthly Meeting 
Due to a problem with speakers timetables changing, Major 
Paul Whittle is kindly agreed to bring his talk forward and 
promises to delight us with a trip to the sun of Egypt and 
take us on travels. Do I feel my inner Cleopatra being 
channelled? Just some sun would be good. I am sure this 
will be a talk not to miss. I look forward to seeing you there. 
. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Afternoon Tea 
For those who missed this notice last month, we plan to hold a 
Spring afternoon Tea on 8th April. I know how everyone’s diary 
gets full very quickly so please do add this date in. Further details 
nearer the time. 
 

Quiz Night 
Our quiz night this year is on Friday May 9th. This promises to be 
a fun evening and of course an excellent opportunity to show your 
skills and to raise money for CRY, our current charity. 
Tickets are now available from Gaye, at £15 a head, with payment 
to be transferred to the Bees account, as with your membership. 
Bookham Bees WI , Branch 30-84-46, Account 36443768 
 
The tables are of 8 but do not worry if you do not have a team 
of 8 as we can easily join people to make 8. We are a friendly 
group so everyone welcome. 
 
 
 

Village Day  

This year Village Day is on June 21st. 

The theme is Teddy Bears Picnic. This is a lovely simple theme 

and we already have much already from previous years hard work 

to decorate it ,and I have ideas for simple games to play. There 

should not be much preparation at all. 

I am prepared to lead a group of helpers to just put together what 

we need , much of it already in my shed, and then helpers on the 

day. I will take the overall responsibility but am not able to be 

there all day as have another commitment and my current health 

will not allow. 

Please could you volunteer to support me in this activity as we 

can make many children happy and it is very good advertising, 

showing Bookham what an amazing group we are. 

I look forward to either emails, messages, phone calls or 

discussions in person to see how you think you can best help this 

hive community of ours.  We all need to support each other -and it 

is actually fun!  

To paraphrase Lord Kitchener ‘ Your WI needs you’! 

Thank you 

Fiona Goldsmith 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
GROUPS 

Bridge Group 2 
This group had its first meeting in November and there are still 
spaces if you would like to join. Please contact Liz Roberts on 

,larrylizr@btinternet.com   
 
GROUP INFORMATION 
Please be aware that if you can't attend an event you have 
booked for and need to cancel, that you please check that 
the group leader hasn't incurred any expenditure on your 
behalf. 

Jenny Bissell 

Web Site 
Heather Broadhurst has put in a lot of time and effort updating 

our website so that members can enjoy information directed to 

tall f us, without compromising our privacy. Please could all 

Group leaders please look at the site, following the password 

you have been given, to ensure that all group information is 

current and accurate. 

Thank you very much. 

  Events and activities 
Any ideas for outings or activities are always welcome. We 
love variety. If you have any ideas or interests, please do bring 
them to a committee member 
 
Don’t forget as well the many courses, ideas, activities, and 
items to read online from the WI. Do have a look if you are 
indoors on a rainy day. 

 
 
www.thewi.org.uk  
Don’t forget too, to look at the many activities and days also 
offered by 
Surrey Federation of Women's Institutes (surreyfedwi.org.uk)  

 

 
 
 
 

                          
.                  
            

 

 

                   

mailto:larrylizr@btinternet.com
http://www.thewi.org.uk/
https://surreyfedwi.org.uk/
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        BOOKHAM BEES’ GROUPS 
Art Group  
1st Friday afternoon of the month at The Community 
Room King Geore V Hall Effingham 1.30-4.00 
Please contact  
Paula Moss on 07887 625046 or paulac.moss@sky.com 
 
Book Club 1  
Full at present. For waiting list contact 
Gaye Burt: gayegoddard@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Book Club 2 – 
Full at present. Meet on differing evenings. For waiting 
list contact 
Anne Tait: annetait1@btinternet.com  
 
Book Club 3 & 4 
3 is Full at present. Meet 4th Wednesday of each month. 
In the evening For waiting list contact Jan Dunlop:  
4 Meet 4thTuesday at 10.15am  jetdunlop@gmail.com  
 

Bridge   
We now have 2 bridge groups 
If you play bridge and are interested in joining, please 

contact: Liz Roberts2  larrylizr@btinternet.com  or 

Jane Carradine:1 jschome03@gmail.com  

Cheese and Wine Group 
To express interest please contact 
julie_ryder@outlook.com.   
 
Cinema/Movie Group 
Bee Movies meet on the afternoon of the last Monday of 
the month As we don’t know what will be showing until 
shortly beforehand, we make arrangements through our 
WhatsApp group. If you would like to be added to that 
group please send your mobile phone number to 
kmtgaunt@me.com 

 
Coffee Mornings at The Vineries   
Usually, 10.30 on different days of the week. Please 
contact Pam Ingledew If you would like to attend. 
pamandgeoff6@icloud.com  
 
Family History Group  
For further details contact Judith Witter: 
judithwitter@hotmail.com 
 
Gardening   
Contact Diane Poole to join the active group & pick up 
lots of tips via WhatsApp. Visits and gatherings from 
Spring until the bad weather. 
diane.poole25@googlemail.com 
 
Gin Club 1 
For enquiries please contact 
Jan Gapper: jangapper@gmail.com  
Gin Group 2  
For enquiries please contact Moira Dyson   
at  moiradyson@gmail.com  
 
Knit & Crochet – Full at present. For waiting list or to set 
up another group contact 
Karen Tranter: Karen.tranter1@btinternet.com 
 

 
 
 

 
Lunch Group 
Please contact Julie Alderman to express interest. 
Full but lunch group 2 can be started. 

Aldermanj0@gmail.com  
 

Pub Nights  
2nd Wednesday of the month at The Olde Windsor Castle 
Pub 7pm 
For more details, please email Vikki: the7thwife@gmail.com 
      
Sewing Group 
1st Thursday of the month at The Community Room, King 
George V Hall, Effingham 1.30-4.30. If you would like to join 
us, to sew, knit or just watch and learn, please contact Fiona 
Goldsmith: 
Fiona_goldsmith@hotmail.com  
 
Sunday Roast Lunch Group 
2nd Sunday of the month at various venues 
Please contact Sandra Dawson for further details 
myrtle.dawson@btinternet.com 
 

Supper Group 
Meets monthly on varying days of the week at different 
venues, organised by a different member each month. To 
join and for further details please contact Sandra Dawson: 
myrtle.dawson@btinternet.com  
 
Theatre Group  
If you would like to join or have ideas of productions you 
would like to see please, contact Sue Bacon:  
suebacon06@gmail.com  
 
Ukulele Please contact June Barber if you would like to join:  
Dormant at the moment  jbrb6@aol.com 
 

Walking Groups 
 
Walkie Talkie 1 – Every Wednesday 8.00am prompt 
Meet at Tunnel Car Park, Bookham Common.  
Janice Evans: jevanshome123@gmail.com 

 
Walkie Talkie 2 – Every Monday at 09.30am  
Tunnel Car Park, Bookham Common.   
June Barber: Jbrb6@aol.com 

 
Walk Third Wednesday each month at 10.00am 
approx. 6 miles   Contact June Barber: jbrb6@aol.com 
  
Walk First Thursday each month at 10.00am  
approx. 4 miles. Group full but accepting a waiting list. 
Julie Ryder: julie_ryder@outlook.com  

Welfare Officer 
Janice Evans is our welfare officer. Please contact Janice if 
you know of any member who is unwell, been in hospital or 
going through a difficult time.  

Janice’s email is: Jevanshome123@gmail.com 
                   
                           Web Site 
https://bookhambeeswi.org  
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